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“DOOR OF FAITH”   (Acts 14:27) 

“DOOR” is the “THRESHOLD”     

to be crossed – an entrance 

“DOOR OF FAITH”   implies 

crossing spiritual 

threshold when: 

– word is proclaimed 

– heart shaped by 

transforming grace (No. 1) 

AN INTRODUCTION… 



Acts 14:27    -    GOD 

Door of Faith is God’s work. 

– God works with the 

Proclaimer. (Acts 14:26) 

– God moves the heart of the 

hearer towards grace 

Entering the door = 

SPIRITUAL 

LIFETIME 

JOURNEY. 



DOOR OF FAITH 

Begins with Baptism (Rom 6:4). 

Ends with death into God’s 

glory  (Jn 17:22). 

Daily entering the door of faith 

is living the Trinitarian love,      

is living daily the Death & 

Resurrection of Jesus (No. 1). 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

Recent 

Popes: 

(No. 1) [1990] 

(No. 5) [1974] 

(No. 2) [2011] 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

WORDS OF EMPHASIS: 

Re-Discover (4,9,11) 

Renew (16) 

(Re-) intensify (9,14) 

Recall (8) 

Retrace (13) 

Re-appropriate (4)     - 

Mt 5:13-16 

To be the “SALT” of the earth 

To be the “LIGHT” of the world 

To large swathes 

of society 

The key word is “Re-Discover” 

Has different stages / processes. 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

STAGE ONE: 

Re-Discover: Study (concerted effort) the 

fundamental content of the faith. 

CCC gives a systematic knowledge of the content 

Study how content of faith is 

Professed Celebrated Lived Prayed 

Especially in the Liturgy & Lectio Divina 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

STAGE TWO: 

Rediscovery through study leads to 

RE-APPROPRIATION (4) 

Re-appropriate (to make one’s own) the exact 

knowledge of faith so as to REINVIGORATE it: 

purify it, confirm it, confess it. (4) 

Re-appropriation leads to Intensification of Faith 

by a conscious & vigorous adherence to the 

Gospel (8). 

Such a profession should be made in 

cathedrals, churches, homes & families. 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

STAGE THREE: 

Re-appropriation of faith brings another 

discovery: 

A Rediscovery 

Of the joy of believing                 

(on-going self-

evangelization) 

Of the enthusiasm to 

communicate the faith 

(evangelization of others) 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

In 2012: The Year of Anniversaries 

Vatican II: Renewal / Aggiornamento                          

(50th Anniversary) 

CCC: “Relevancy of unfathomable riches of 

salvation” (20th Anniversary) 

Synod of Bishops 2012: “The new evangelization 

for the transmission of the Christian faith.” 

All 3 Popes asked for “THE WHOLE CHURCH” 

involvement. Porta Fidei Nos. 2,4 



NEED & URGENCY TO OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH 

CHALLENGE: 

• To lead people out of the desert. (2) 

• We want to arouse in every believer, 

the aspiration to profess the faith in 

fulness and renewed  conviction 
 confidence 

 hope 



VISION – (SIMILAR TO 1967 YEAR OF FAITH) (1) 

The whole Church make an 

authentic & sincere 

profession of faith, re-

appropriates it, invigorates 

it, is purified by it, confirms 

it, and confesses it. (4) 

A RE-INVIGORATED, RENEWED 

AND CONFESSING CHURCH 

POPE PAUL VI - 1967 YEAR OF FAITH 



Lead People of God TO ENCOUNTER CHRIST 

WITH JOY AND ENTHUSIASM, so they develop a 

friendship with Him. (2) 

Divine encounter through AUTHENTIC & 

RENEWED CONVERSION to God. (6/2) 

Conversion implies: 

– Death to sin 

– Attachment to God 

– Walk in newness of life (Rom 6:4) 
One’s thoughts, affections, 

mentality & conduct slowly 

purified and transformed in love 

(Gal 5:6). (6/2) 



 GOAL 1 

– Faith working in love becomes A NEW 

CRITERION OF UNDERSTANDING AND ACTION 

changing the whole life of the person. (Rom 

12:2; Col 3:9-10; Eph 4:20-29; 2 Cor 5:17).  

THIS IS NEW LIFE THROUGH CONVERSION 



GOAL 2 – WITNESS OF LIFE (6) 

The year of faith calls on all Christians to 

radiate the truth of Jesus in their lives. 

– a witness of striving for holiness through 

purification.  

– a witness of power of the Risen Lord in 

suffering in difficulties 

in persecutions 

– a witness that reveals the Lord in 

patience in fidelity 

in perseverance 



GOAL 3 – EVANGELIZATION 

• As previous Popes, Benedict XVI stresses 

the need to evangelize (7). 

“THERE IS A NEED FOR STRONGER ECCLESIAL 

COMMITMENT TO NEW EVANGELIZATION” 

It is a joyous faith that enthusiastically 

communicates it.  

A lived experience of love is 

communicated as an 

experience of grace and joy. 



CONCLUSION: 

“THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT MAKES US FIT FOR 

MISSION & STRENGTHENS OUR WITNESS” 

GOAL 3 – EVANGELIZATION 

• The Pope hints at the commitment to faith in 

the proclaimer: (10) 

– Rom 10:10 A believing heart is one that can 

confess.  

A proclaimer “standing with God” 

in faith touches hearts of hearers. 

– Acts 16:14 Paul’s preaching evoked faith in 

the heart of Lydia at Philippi. 



        CONTEMPLATE THE FACE OF JESUS 
The year of faith must begin with a 

– Renewed encounter with Jesus 

• the joy of love 

• the answer to drama of every suffering 

• the power of forgiveness (received & shared) 

– A year of continual gaze fixed 

on Jesus Christ       (Heb 12:2) 

– In Jesus discover: 

• the victory of life over emptiness of death 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME, 

YESTERDAY, TODAY & FOREVER. 
Heb 13:8 


